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Research Interests

Public Policy · Quantitative Methodology · AI Governance · Bureaucratic Diffusion · Causal
Inference

Education

University of Houston Expected
2028

PhD in Political Science (concentrations in Public Policy and Methodology)
Arizona State University 2022
Master of Public Policy
Arizona State University 2021
Bachelor of Science in Applied Quantitative Sciences

Research Papers

Journal Submissions / Revise and Resubmit

• Ballot Caps vs. Slate Size: How the 5-Candidate Cap Affects Ballot Completion in New York City’s
Ranked Choice Voting
Research note. Revise and resubmit, Electoral Studies.

• From Technological Salience to Administrative Demand: State Artificial Intelligence Procurement
After ChatGPT
Submitted to Public Policy and Administration.

Working Papers

• The Diffusion of AI Procurement across U.S. States

• Do Participatory Campaign Finance Reforms Polarize? Evidence from the Seattle Democracy
Voucher Program
Michael Kistner, Mellissa Meisels, Kolbe A. Dumas, and Lautaro Cruz

Research in Progress

• AI Policy Agenda Index (APAI)
Developing a state-year measure of gubernatorial AI prioritization and policy orientation, then using
it to estimate how executive prioritization affects downstream AI procurement.

• OBBBA: SNAP and Medicaid Procurement
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Conference Presentations

• The Diffusion of AI Procurement across U.S. States
American Political Science Association, Boston, MA, 2026.

• Ballot Caps vs. Slate Size: How the 5-Candidate Cap Affects Ballot Completion in New York City’s
Ranked Choice Voting
Midwestern Political Science Association, Chicago, IL, 2026.

• From Technological Salience to Administrative Demand: State Artificial Intelligence Procurement
After ChatGPT
Southern Political Science Association Conference-within-a-Conference on Large Language Models
in Political Science, New Orleans, LA, 2026.

Teaching & Research Experience

Department of Political Science, University of Houston 2024 – 2025
Graduate Teaching Assistant
Department of Political Science, University of Houston 2025 – 2026
Graduate Research Assistant
Hobby School of Public Affairs, University of Houston 2026 – 2027
Graduate Research Assistant
Current research placement: Computational Biomedicine Lab.

Professional Service

Urban Governance
Ad hoc reviewer

Selected Training

• Applied Econometrics, University of Houston Economics Department (2026)

• Multilevel Modeling with R, ICPSR (2025)

• Causal Machine Learning, Scott Cunningham Mixtape Workshop (2025)

• Machine Learning, University of Houston Engineering Department (2025)

• Causal Inference, University of Houston (2025)

• Quantitative Methods 1–3 (OLS, GLM, MLE), University of Houston (2025)

Technical Skills

• Languages: R (Advanced), Python

• Tools: Claude Code, Antigravity, Codex, Vercel, Markdown, LaTeX/Typst, Git
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